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che firſt Verſe of this Chapter: There were 
I eee e Alan l, du, e 

4 tie Galiicans, whoſe Blaod Palate mingied 
wich their. Saerifices:;- that is, (as this Story is made up 
by the probable Conjecture. of loarnad Men) ,who:toming 


to Jeruſalem at the Paſſover, and being known ar 


ſuſpected by: Pilate to have been ſome of the F ollowers of 


that a. ſpoken of by Gamalil, who had maintain'd, 4, 


that it was not lawſul for the Jews, being Abrabam s Seed, 
to vhhom Go had given the Land of Canaan, toꝛpay 


Tribute to the Roman Emperor, and thereby acknowledge 
Subjection to a Foreign Power; were ſet upon by Pilate 


in the very Temple, and ſlain. by him while they were 


offering their Sacrifice; by which means their on Blood 
became; mingled with the Blood af their Sacrific cs. 

Nom with What Deſign this Story was told co Oer s- 
vigur, is uncertain; whether only as a Piece of News; 
or to ſhew the bloody Temper of Pilate; or to engage 


him to declare his Opinion concerning the Cauſe for which 


the Galileans ſuffer d; or whether parhaps tor ſome other 


nenden ve no can tile 2 at; r he 
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1 . 4 F. Paul- s, 


— an: na ee e 
fem thence takes Occaſion to Reprove and Condemn 
(what was, tis likely, then-a common Practice among 
them ; what is; I'm ſure, too common a Practice among 

us, wiz.) the Cenſuring and-Judging as Reprobates and 

vile Sinners all ſuch as fall under any remarkable Cala- 
mity, or are taken off by a violent or untimely Death. 


— Fer 2. And Jeſus anſwering, ſaid unto them,' Suppdſe ye that theſe 


Galileans were Sinners above all the Gali cans, becauſe e * 
Juffered ſuch things? I tell you, Nay. 

And then, that this Sayiog of his might not be under- 
ſtood as meant to be reſtrain'd only to that one Caſe ; 
he himſelf mentions another of like nature, which, it 
ſeems, had then lately happen d in Jeraſalem; of Eigbreev 
that had been kill d by the max. ower upon their Heads; 
and who, as it alſo ſeems upon this Account under- 
gone the like uncharitable Cenſure; Think ye (ſays Our 
Saviour, in the Text) that they were Siuners Woes all meu 
that dwelt iu 2 F tel Jou, Nay 80 but ar of * 
repent, ye ſhall all litewiſe periſh. - 19 

For the better — — of which Words, and of 
_ the Doctrine which we are therein taught,” Wo. may 5 

obſerve; © - 

. That O Geber here does not in the leaſt Ades. 
mend, much leſs does he forbid the attributing partieular 
Events to God's Diſpoſition and Providence; whether 
they are eſſected and brought about by the Malice and 
Wickedneſs of Men, (as was the Slaughter of the Galileaus 
by Pilate;) or by the Efficaey of Natural Cauſes, (as 
was the Death of thoſe Eighteen upon whom the Tower 
in Siloam ſell;) or by any other Means, or immediate 
Cauſe whatſoever. He does not in the leaſt intimate thar 
it was beſides, or without the Knowledge and Diſpoſition 
of God, that the Galileaus were fo ſlaughter'd by Plate ; 
or tht the Fall of the Tower upon: * — here 
| poxen 
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rr 


ore be LO — — K. 


of, was 5 elle but Chance, or evi-Accident, 
Nay, the contrary! he hasinother Places of his Holy 
Goſpel plainly ee vir. That no Evil does ever beſall 
but cus by the ſpecial Order, Direction and Work- 
ing of Providence; or by a limited Power granted by Go 
to other Cauſes upon ſome ſpecial Occaſion; ſuch as in the 
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* 
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Caſe of Job he gave to Sarar, firſt over his Bfare, with Job i. 12. 


an Exception of his Perſon; and afterwards over his Body, job il. 6. 
to afflict, but not to deftroy it. For Our Lord has told us, 

That even the Hairs of our Head are all numbred; That Mat. x.30. 
the Care of G o Þ's Providence extends even to the Graſs Mat. vi. 
of the Field, and to the Fowls: of the Air; That not (0.2% 2% 
much as 4 Sparrow falls to the Grolind, without G 0 p, and Mar. x. 29. 


2 


any Sparrow. W baaidtio ene 
a Wel may ee — in all particular 
Events that — Men, to "fee and 
acknon, led andFrovideticeet Go p; we may 
ſay, That i it bis Hk, aid at Bis: Hand 2 . 
Only what we ought to Torbear, 31s, The pretending to 
ive an Account of the Reaſons of the Divine Admini- 
rations, to ſay why Go p has done this, or why God 
| - has done that; why he gave the Galileant into the Power 
of Pilate, or why he was pleaſed to deſtroy theſe Eighteen 
by the Fall of a Tower upon their Heads: For theſe 
things we can't certainly know without ſpecial Revela- 
tion, becauſe the Ways and Counſels of Go p are un- 
ſcarchable; weiought not therefore to pretend to know 
them; we do fooliſhly and raſhly, when we offer to 
Sire our Judgnient coneerning them. 
2. It may be further obſervd, That Our Saviour does 
not here deny but that the Eighteen ſpoken of in the 
Text, - and- likewiſe the : Galzleans that had been before 


» "_ of, were: —— and: : conſequently. well * 


2 much leſs a Mau, who' i is 5 0 more Value than Mat. x. 31. 
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8 porul Judgments areithe Expreſtions df G os Piſpleaſure 


"the Calamities that Aud befallen chem; Me 


that they were greaten binder than! manynothars were 
-whom the like Evil Accidents had not befalle =_ ; 3 
ar nk 


ye that they were»Sianers ahyve all the Galilearis > 
ge that theſe: were Sinuert above. all that duell in Jeruſalem 
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fucauſe they: ſuffered ſuch things & d teli pu, 
all tern. 


againſt Sin, we cart take upon us to fay with Certainty, 


What Sins, or, Whoſe Sius in particular they were that 


/- - 1 drew down the Judgment. Andoif one Man be ſtricken 


and anotftr ManeHapes, We gan t ſa y that he that was 


ticken was a worſe Man than he that eſcap d: We rant 
ay that. his being ſo ſtricken:is an Argument that Go » 


was more highly diſpleaſed with him than he is with o- 
thers who live toa good old Age, andi at laſt die peace- 


ably . in their Beds: Weiought nat ta oncl ue, that he is 
now in a cad Condition in the other World, becauſe he 


far d ſo ill in thi: We ſhould nat deem bur felves the Fa- 
vourites of Heaven, or imagine our ſelves more Righteous 
than our Neighbours, becauſe ue eſcaped better t han 
they. But rather the Examples of GO ſeeming; Se- 
verity on others ſhould put ugupon examining and re- 


forming our Lives ;othetwiſelqur own preſent Ea pe will 
be only a temporary eprieve, and What we: flatter our 
ſelves is an Impunity will be only a Reſer vation of us for 
a greater Vengeance, Behold, ſays the Apoſtle, the Goods 
neſs and Severity of God 2:0nitbem mlnicin fell, Severity; hut 
towards thee, Goodpeſs, if \thou continue: in his Goodnefs ; 
Otherwiſe thou alſo ſbait be cut wff. And; ſuppoſe: ye, fays 
our Saviour, that :theſe. were ſinners above others, becauſe 
they ſuffered ſuch things 2 I tell: you, Nay: but except ye 
repent ye ſhall all lilawiſe periſih; Ve ſhall likewiſe periſh ; 
that is, either byithat or ſome: ogher,;: perhaps by _— 
21.7 | | | WoOrie 


— —— 


Cami > if youre! nt thos c ecded and pu- 
niſned in this World, ye will, for thar Reaſon, be more 
ſurely condemn'd in the next. 

In Diſeourſing on theſe Words I ſhall therefore do 
dete Two! Things. a Id sib wen ert ne! Bows, 
K I ſhall ſhewy that it is a very ee 
and -- uncertairy- judgment which we make of any 
Mau from the Evite that befall him in this Life, or 
from the Manner of his Death. - Suppoſe ye that they wels 
Sinners above others N I tellyon; Nay, And 
- 16 Thar che right Uſethat'we ought to make of any 
Evil or Calamity befalling amdrher Man, either in his 
Liſe or im his Death, is, by'rhe Conſideration thereof to 
be incited to reform and amend whatever is amiſs in our 
own Lives, leſt the ſame Evi chat has befallen him, or 
4 — ſhould" befalf ug. Bieepe ye-yepent- 55 foal. al 

eri n 255 erk IN ge Ans 
ll ſne y that it is 4 wre wy ant 
tn nrdont which we make of any Mau from the 
Evlls that Befall him in his Life; or from the Manner of 
his Death. Thin e that #hoſe eigbtcem upon wbom the Tower 
Sila fell "and New them; mere bert aleve all Men - 
e een r . yo 5 „ 3 DV, 2 

And M Di lung on this Pint: I falt ew, 5 

1. That there is 10 Warrant from 2 for paſ ing 
fuck a Judgment. eit a n Win 15 [4 

„, Thad thers 48 m0 g6ad" Stroud Hom Reaſon for 
alBdo-fueh's'Fedgineng 0191202 20s 19990) 11 
3. Thur weh ah nent i fable te great Miſtakes and ö 
Uneertaintie :s: | 

4. That in fore lobe, we are aged ir would ; 
havebeenfalſe bot 10 | 


1. That there zue arti et Sipdufe for bande 


ſuch a — For it is no where 1n Scripture phinly : 


45} 


a Sexmon Z reach d at. Ta 


ſaid that every Good Manhunt De 
in this World, and that every Wicked Man ſhall certaitily 
ſuffer ſome tad Calamity or be taken off by a Violent and 
Untimely Death. It is no where ſaid in Scriptute that 
a Good Man ſhall never die by a ſad Accident, and-thit 
a Wicked Man ſhalb neveripatsa long Life in Health and 
| Proſperity, and at laſt deſoend to his Grave in Peace. 
Nay ſo far is the Holy Scripture from giving us any 
Encouragement to Pals our Judgment upon Men from 
the Good or Evil things that befal them in this Liſe, that 
on the contrary it expreſly declares that a certain Judg- 
ment can't be paſs'd->concerninf=any Man this Way! 
There is A Vanity that is done upon Earth (ſays Solomon) that 
there be juſt Men unto whom it happeneth according, to the 
Work of the. Wicked ; again, there, Wh Wicked Men to whom it 
happeneth according, o the, Work of the Righttows)! Epaleſcyiiis 
14. And I confider d in ny Heart even to 2 all this. (lays 
the ſame Wiſe Obſerver, Eeolcſeix. 15 2+) Thatithe Rigbteeus, 
and the Wife, aud their Works-are in tho Haud of Cod; No 
Man knoweth either Love or Hatred: dy all that ig — 
them. All things: come aliſte ro alls there is ene Event r 
the. Righteous and to the Wicked; to rbe Goud and i the 
Clean and to the Vncleau; ts him that | fac th du to 
him that ſacriffceth not; As is the Good (0,15 t imer, aud 
he that ſweareth as be that  feareth ben iT 1 
Thus you ſee plainly there is no Warrant from, .Seri- 
befalls them here; and therefore ſuch Judgment, 15 
not ſo warranted, muſt nerds be — acharitable _— 
ſhew in the Second Place. 
2. That there is as little 83 77 Reaſon, for 
Gif xy: n 2; 7% 20 1 409 * 11 put 


pture for paſſing ſuch Tae from what 
Uncertain. Eſpecially, conſidering, propounded 
ping fu ſuch a « Judgments quem 17510 T ox 
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7 2 


| Vor iS thete de ——— Ground ſor i it Ho 
ment, it muſt, Ichink; be Yrawn-from'the Nature of G | 


conſiders: ada Being of inſinite Purity and Juſtice, and 
er wur of the Word: But all tllat canwith .; 3 *¹ aa 


2 


| 
beiarge'difromi 'hegcextourhing this Matter 3s 1 
5 \ this:;; au is uy 2 8 Wr PITS ir atk | q 
Hiri; Gon being of infinite Purity and Holineſs we > %s | 
may be ſure that 3 Sin, and that he has a Love | 
2 neg Ears, 8 — what dee 1 
an ich this we: ge Whether he Vi 
ben Gged Man or 0 adceule.the very; farne Afliction TY 
S* Misha which by the Diſpenſttiqn ef Providence is fl 
ſent upon one Man in Vengeance may be ſent upon another Ti 
Nan in Merey; what is deſigu d for Funiſhment to one al 
Man maybe deſſgn d lor a father Correction [only:;to! I 
1 ct Fiero, late LIFE 28111 Hon? be 1 if 
1 1 N Heing Ec in Ccey 8 if 
fue that he never-putiſhes or afflicts any: Men 
vedly i but it dogs: not therefore follow chat he chat is: 
now puniſh'd is a greatkt Sinner: than he that is no-] 
ſpar'd ; forhe that is:now: judgid may ae of 
the) Lond a: that he: wld not\be ,d with the * 
5 eg e all his Exil things n his: | 
ron Hurt reſery d for another State; And he that is: 
"3 may be kept.only:to be made ai ſeyerer 
nw Go Vengennge ange Times either im this 
d at the next. n According to harr Tis faid B 
cerning T barnob, 2x09. ir 165'! [#0477 24846 (tfern sis 
Cauſe have I raiſed: tee non, aste an che Hen 
made thee fand: (that is; for 4his/Cauſarheyeohitherro 
preſerved thee; in Life, and Madexthee toi VIV Ahe 
Blagyes that havsstskengH 1 — _ 


cent Subject male tllet 
e Rh lt © That 


5% Ar Ih 
Hos eee 
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A tet. il. 9. 285 Peer hy y — 10 refervc: 
jaſt anto rbe Do of Judgh vent: tu be puniſhed] .. 
And Lath; GO beit 
Plal. ix. 2. World, and Al olmeſs and Juſtice) we ina 
be ſure that be will pudge-the World it ace 

Miniſter Judgment to the People in | Uprightneſs, asthe P 

Rom. il, 6. N We may be ſure that he will reader rr 
Man according to his Works; We may conſequently be 
ſure that he 1 make à wide Difference betweem the 
Good and the Bad; an eus Hhrobam did) Gol 
MV" 2 - Tihati the Righteous” 7 
be far from thee; Mall wor. 75 e Fall the Earth d 
Right > But ir Yves hot therefore follow that this great 
Difference that will certainty be made between the Rig · 
teoux and the Wicked tmaſt needs be mutſe in tir World © 
tis enough that it will certainly be made ſome time cor 

orie: No or at dngther Time: Nay: chis Life b 

properly: of a State Gf Trialʒ and — of Rot Roetribu- 
tion it is moſt c 


be oonſtantly made in this World. 

Ag the Judgitrenr-thari we“ aſk bb Nen Ron 
hat befals them in tis World us pleoperher-vagrondded* 
and unwarranted, ſoit is likewifeliable to great Miſtaſces 
and! Uncertainties; becauſe we may be miſtaken in che 
Nature of thoſe things which we account Good er Evil; 
or, if we are not miſtaken in that, if adeed ds 
Good or as Evil as We think ehem, we:may! yet be mi- 
ſtaken when we judge them Arguments of G& Ds Love 
or Hatred, of his Favour er Diſpleaſure : 

And Bere opens u large Field ef Biſrourſe, not to 
be bounded by 
would _ 2. — Heid therefore! tar * 
ro 1 78 i d have Reſpect, i 
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155 51 t 
an Houſe than inthe: Str. LT 
Grave: by one's TTY 5 1 Eh E Zh 
wild" Beaſts. Tis a ſad thing, you Eg rnd ö 
in one's Bed, or to be raſh to pieces by the an p 
Houſe; To be caſt away at Sea in a Storm, or to 12 dric : 
up and . inan e A. FRO. PO ning. ; - 
e like. 10 1811 Od 5580 . 
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e Lö ry rn N 


Fr rt pA Death it e l 
tothe Mantintcwesih Sin); At is and muſt becterrible 
whatertr / Shape it cones int Bury if ir bo⸗ not terrible 
it it eg good Man, who is at Peace with 
Go n and in His. own Mind, it is not ;) I da not ſee 
r e Dreſs iof-it; ſhould:ſd much fright us: 
_ Qrwby: we ſhonldrjudge:aby:one) ſort of:Death much 
better r much ware chan another. Go 
There re, think) but Two things that can reaſonably 
he thought to make Very conſiderable Difference between 
one ſort of Death and another; vix. Either becauſe One 
i M orf elfe becauſc it is more: adder than 
agothercr We will therefore conſider: theſe EP 
Jilin. 1! bne hoe 5111 Jer ; DSE NHS Bu WN 
1:12, Whether:a 'Viotent Neath; be more Painſul ta 
what we oats Natural Death: For if it be 15 I grant it 
is in that re ſpect Worſe. ats N Nn Ai Eb. 
* "Bugofithis, nhl can bethirDonipatein Judges, 
AE a1 Matter of oH inward Schſe; fre nr 
try d either af them our elves; neither hebe wr ſpdbeũ 
with any that have try either of them, and much leſs 
Hethatf em The: nlp Miggnherefore that is leſt for 
us to judge by, is the Qbſervation:that! we: make con- 
crning Others; i df GTA, an Sighæ a, Com- 
| lg frequent SivboninpayEinyallye Motions; and 
kits oof Madness, he any! Indlications ꝓf Extreme Pain, 
Cand 1 think they are the beſt we know: of) there will 
be Nothing thon wanting to perſuade bs; that they-who -- 
betone kay did die biuning wan) DiysinLHigh Eeves, 
e e e kit ob the qu or Stone, 
0 "Chaliek; Jn/Egrrethicy; endend muecl;:;af nut 
__ greater + Torture, ültaa they) that are Brdken upon the 
Wheel, ot Burn im the Fire, avi ſuſſer any other ſors: af 

Walent Draht,) if EHHHO offs 49 o * | 
9 '&} dl ne 


A 4 mon Rn dt F High 


VI Abe Truth B, Himane Nature d capable f. ſo Noch ä 


Pain, and n möre z Ad k chelie e: chere dre 


Diſeaſes that tauiſe us d much) Pain ns O. Nature; iin 


this State, will bear ;, and ifa | Foin eycctth theſe 
Limits, if it once grows Intblerable, Humane Nature 


ſinle Under it.! RI i0f Fund it wen gn⁰ZpAn End n 


to iti felf @nd> rrlehſe the / Soul: frq m that srouhleſome 
Vehicle which Eauſesritimtolarablekincafinefs; i:So>that 
in the Statertharweare nο i, x Mdderatt Puin ma be 
lingring and- ay, J buvif: ir be Molen at cant 


contmue,?: But, :12:110ng bns Hg 0 l 50 
"51. This: 7 benccountediaheygreas Unkappi- 
neſe bf ai 10a that: it is for the moſt part 


ſudden and unexpected; that the Soul and Boch ubs 
two Old Friends, are parted] without 
Leave of each other ind che Ban fg Hurry? to 
Judgment, without any Warning: i R:55)o1 a ni ei 
1 * :this;;iconfels;:is: a> e e te A 
Wicked Man: Tis a fad ching fte tuck\arr ene, 5 
Fall of 2 Tile, or the Kiek of an Horſe, to be ſent 5 
into the Regions of Darleneſs, when perhaps he had rived 
before ance feriouſly thought of.Deatti,/ when he had mot 
 madexhericaſt ratieay foriſe o.: 2! , be 08 e 
ut ithere ar rab Ways ofDxi 
any bab Aoddene hassen nnd fn W asd n thingdar 
ſuch an one to go away. in his Slerp, ur xd lieh 
Apoplexy, or to be fei d uitſi an incurable Lunat y: Nay, 


indeech it is a fad chingrfor dcn an one tu die ur al de- 


tans i Death, t 'to:-befear'd;cican bengeod After k 
wicktdLifvs For tis not the ſaying >Lord'havomerty, 


- that will cure ourevit Habits 1 lar wth kill our vicious 
Aflections; that will render us, all in an inſtant, Good, 
Pure, and Holy, and:ſfuch as Gon would have ute Be. | 
And to keep the * (hac OS, 


ſays 


a ſolemn 


ng as foddlen 48h | 


— P MPO Nr T 


lark de nnen ee "| ty 
— — — — a — _ 5 
. Sher, . ive would enter into luſe, we muſt doi) J is biat- un. 
the gteateſt and trueſt Profeſſions of Sorrow) that we 
bavamop hep tm ni iqtue nobbut A wink to 
But then 1 . N eee 
ſuch as are not ntepar d or / it hy at Haly Life: For to a 
; rg 7 ey Ie bad; no Death indeed is ſudden ; 
beecauſe a Good Man is always prepard to die, and is ever 
in Expectatiou uf Deaths : And Nothing can be ſaid to 
be Sudden, but what was UnoxpeQted; and Unlodk'd for. 
AGoeott Mam therefore; rckndwing bis Time to be under- 
ain; never. puts off the YJoihg uf any necrſſary Work of 
his: Salvation titf+to*motrow,: that can be done, to-day : 
And he that: every Day does the Work of the Day, is 
4waysuradyptoigirean Account to Gon of is Work ; 
Hud biaſeads that: fervent, whom His Lord; when he cometh; 
ſbal find;Jeaainipi' Tochimthereſord it can berng'Surpriſe, 
iflas he Walks about” tis! lauful Buſineſs, he drops down 
in:anApoplexy, ; ot if when he firſt awakens out of his 
Naturał Sleep, hel finds himſelf in: another World: And 
itliwall au tirim, dfih ert hisDgarti by the Shot 
ob0Biltet h aFladtizob Lightning dri by the Fall ob 
a Tower dr an Hufe. The Manner of Dying can make 
no great Difference, when ether! Way it is over in the | | 
Fwinleing of am Hy; and wen as ſoon as ever the 1 
Houfr of: Gyn mw finds' the: blaffed: ready. torre. fy 
ceiver it, an conduct it to Heaven; amb: the & oN its 9 
Redeemer,/ and ali the holy Coinpan i of the Spirits ² 
Juſt Men made: perfect, ready to congratulate its ſafe 
Arrival to the Manſions of Everlaſting Foy. und Bleſſed- 
gel Ort If The be 3 Surpriſe, is is fucks an ons 43 e 
ſhauid rarhlr deſwe andrejbice at, than be afraid of; ſuch 
neee to Sr. Perer, when having (as: I may lay) , 


* 5 7 
— 


1 


2 — ? 2 "5. ud 


782 left (Himſelftrin theTviſon's 
Bound with zun Chi he found'him(elf; -dtchis Aale 


GS # ut: 


under the Conduct m Ag walleing inrhe Sr 
of Jeruſalem, A ſudden Surpriſe indged * ops 
wasclao Bleſſed: one g ite CD fixctnasbaigh 
Aim at firſt in ſoint De a href 8 
to Hin was true, orzhE had dn Sen ye 
was alſo ſuch ian ohe, as αοπεhen he came td himſelf, and 
wasbſare-of the Trurl ef: it, : coukt not but iel Rim 
3 und SiriSfacion,) zu. 3807 209 abb 2d 
Thus, you fee] we uni iniſtaom ũa dae Warore of 
thoforlings: which we atrount Goh aid Z vf N An par- 
ticularly, that a Long Life, and A Nattral Death, are 
not. ſo certainly Good; nor a> Shot ner A LOO 
Death, _— nds y/Evikasthey are com ſuppos d 
to be. The arte Dilſ-renbe | ni RE the. 
other, depends upon the Goodneſi or Wichedue ss of thè 
ſeveral Men to whom they befult: TOA DOd Man, all 
things are Good; aid to a Wicked Man, all things are 
Evil: Aud the very ſame Event which ta one of them 
would be the beſt may tothe other of thai bein worſt: 
thing that: could happen! .$0dotlikt'we can't, E Cen. 
tainty pronounce any Man Bie d, or Miſerable, frothy: 
the Accidents that befall him: : „But, Sni 12515 
(.) Granting the: Common Opinian which * 
of theſe things 100 he mut,  Dtavrhdy-ereindetdas Good! 
or as Eyibas we gammaunly think'them ta he: ye]. 


| may; be miſtaken; when wie 9 judge! them Arguments 50K 


G.o.v's Love or Hatred, of his Favour. or Diſpleaſüre. 


3 1. No Man knoweth Love or Hatred,” : by. all that is before: Than, 


2 Solomon; that is] No Man can certainly know how 
Goo p ſtands; affected towards any Ferfon, by the things, 
vhether Good of Evid, that hefall him in this: World:: 


And the Reaſon i 1 intimated; viz. 
Becauſe 


? 


| ” 3 : 


*** x2 2 * * pony — b 1 — 


— Hhitg . —— properly e Sevey' of Trial rrp not. 
of Retribution; And u hile God is making Trial of Men 
it may be very conſiſtent with his Juſtice, and Hatred to 
Sin,” to pare” when they deſerve” Puniſhment, and to 
ſeek by his Gobdgeſs re draw theim to Repentatce; and : 
wiſe very eonſiſtent with his Holineſs ang 
Evve that he bears t God- Mien Wo afflict 
them with Temporal Bvils, for the Trial of their Faith, 
for the Exerciſe of their Patience, for the Correction 
and Cute of ſomewhatitliat is or for ſome other 
End chat he deſigns ro being about this Way. Nay it 
may be very cenſiſtent Wirk his Gbodneſs to take them 
| of bye Violent,” as well as by what is call d a Natural 
Death; becauſe eh much ſoever that can be ſuppoſed 
to be-worſe than this, GO b is able to make them in- 
finite amends in another State; and he will certainly: 
male al things work rogether forgood to them abus iv him, om. vi 
* proceed how in tlie Fourth and Laſt Place: Sn a 
* To ſhew, That as the Judgment which we are apt 
ſs upon Men from what befalls them in this Life, 
5 om the Manner of their Death is always Rath, Un- 
charitable and Uncertain, ſo iti, ſome Inſtances that have 
been, weareaſfſird;fuch'aJudgmerit would have been falſe. 
dr thus, lie that from the Afflitions (the more than 
common Afflictions) that befell Fob; in which alſo there 
were ſeveral Marks and Characters of a ſpecial Hand 
and Providence of God, ſhould have concluded (as 4s. 
Friends' did) that however he had been blameleſs in the 


- 


Sight of Men he was nevertheleſs certainly known 


to Gos to be a Man of Superlative Wickedneſs, would 
have paſſed upon him a Judgment directly contrary to —f 
Judgment of Go himſelf, who teſtified of him, Job i. 8. 
that there was not a Man like him upon the Earth, — 
. ng * * one that 8 o p n eſchewed Evil. 

And 


1 
- 
p ? _ * * 
* he a 


— F * 
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18 A Sermon Freached ai dt. aul, | 
And l hou/ falſe their Judgment was who thought the 

Galileans that were ſlain by Pilate, greater Sinners than, 
the orher Galilears that eſcapd, and thoſe Eighteen; 
upon whom the Tower in Siloam fell and flew them, 
Sinners above all Men that dwelt ia Jeraſalem Oan Saviour: 
Joh. ii 25. himſelf, who perfectiy knew what, was iu Mau, here plainly; 
tells us; Think je that» they ware — lava all iothers, 
becauſe they ſuffer d fuch things 2,1 tel you, Nay; Ev 1045777 

But theſe however, it may be you ll ſay, were Sinners, 

and great Sinners tog alchei not greater than ſome others 

that Were not in like, Manner! taken off; Thus much 
ſeems: to be allowed d ow! Sauiour himſelf in this Way, 
of Expreſſion; 7hink ye thati they were greater Sinner? 

And what if this be granted : Nay and what if it be 

further granted; that the Evil Accidents that beſel them 
were in judgment and Puniſhment upon them fox their 
Sins; it Goc not therefore follom, that; hecauſe they 
far d worſe than other Men in this World, they ſhall, alſo 

fare worſe than others in the next; Nay indeed the con- 

trary to this may with better Reaſon be preſumed; viz. 

that having received this Puniſhment. of their Sin in this 
World, by a Temporal Judgment, the Juſtice of God, 

was in and thro the Merits and Satisfaction of Chriſt, 

thereby fo: fully appeaſed; as that the ſame Sin ſhall not 

be imputed to them to their Eternal Condemnation, 
according to that of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. xi. 32. When we 

are judged we are caſed of the Lord that we ſhould not. 

1 be condemned with the World. For it may be conſidered 
1 that the Judgment which the Apoſtle: there ſpeaks of, 
. was not only of the Calamities of Life, but likewiſe of 

that Temporal Death which was inflicted upon ſome 
that had been guilty of great Irregularitics in the Cele- 
bration of the Holy Communion, as may be ſeen Fer. 30. 
For this. Cauſe many are weak and ſickly among. you, and 


many 


„* 


1 * 


9 


"before Zr Down Ms renn 


e 


wary Herb. !Rven thoſe chat fer, that is, who were 


ſmitten wich Death; as Well as ks that were: ſmitten 
with Diſeaſes were (as the Apoſile ſeems plainly to inti- 


mate) chaſte 4 of thei Lord here; that they 1 not be Eccleſ. vii, 


_ condemned with the World heredfter,. 2 1 20 0 000 


Thus tho it be ſoppoſed that a violent: Dearh were 
always ſent for the Perſonal Tranſgreſſion of the Man 
thar ſuſſer d it, we could not therefore conchide, that be. 
cauſe he was "taken away in Judgment, he was ſo taken 


away in Go D's Dipplealure as to be excluded from his 


Mercy in the other World. ce N10 0 189 


Bur I' ſaidl before, and that 1 ftill abide by, Thar" it 
judging a Man tobe a Sinner (in any other Senſe, mean 
than as we are all Sinners: here not being a Fuſt Man upon 
Earth. that doth Gad aud ſinneth not;) Or in Judging a 
Man to be a greater Sinner than others, only becauſe he 
comes to his Death by a ſad Accident; ſuch as that ſpoken 
ol in the Trxt, ortbecauſe he is taken off By any other 
fort. of Violent Death, we paſs ſuch a Judgment as in ſome 
Inſtances: of theſe Kinds would have bids plainly falſe. 
For what ſhalt we 'think of the Propher of Judah who 
bt by Go D to. Fropheſie againſt the Altar at Be- 


thel; and in his Return Heme was ſlain by a Lion: 


whoſe Story you have in the xiinb- Chap, of i Kings: 
Tis true indeed, he had tranſgreſſed the Order that was 
given him by Go p, not to eat Bread or drink Water 
there. But then tis to be conſider d, that his Trant- 
greſſion of this Precept (which das at moſt but à Ce. 
romonial Precept) was-not out of any Averſion he had 
to it, or out of à Rebellious Spirit; for he ſhewed/all 
the Willingaeſs: that could be to comply with it, and 
when the King himſelf had invited him to a Royal — 
tertainment at his Palace, he had refuſed to aecep 

en Kindneſs upon any ber even althio the: ing 
_ would 
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| ___ would have given him half hu Houſe only to have din d 
| with: him; and the Reaſon of his Refuſal, he ſays him 
XxX ſelf, was becauſe he had been otherwiſe ordered by Gop; 
| And in the fame Obedient Mind he continu d after that, 


for having delivered his Meſſage, he immediately ſet for- 
wards on his Journey and was on his Way returning 
* 8 Home; when he was overtaken by a Reverend Old 
| Man, who told him that he alſd was:.a- Prophet: as he 
| was, and that he had lately received a Revelation from 
Gov, by which that former Order given him not to 
eat or drink there, had been reyoked, and by which he 

himſelf had been commanded to invite him to his Houſe, | 
and to entertain him there with Bread and Drink. His 
Tranſgpreſſion therefore of the Order that Go p had 
given him, tho' not to be juſtified, yet ſeems not to 
have proceeded ſrom any Wickedneſs in his Mind; He 
was indeed over · credulous in belieying another Man's 
Pretence to Revelation againſt a clear Revelation that 

had been given to himſelf; but it appears to have 
been an Error of his Judgment only, not a Fault in his 
Will; for it ſeems highly probable from the whole 
Story, that he would not upon any Account, by no 
Inducements or Perſuaſtons whatever, have been pre- 
vail'd with to go back, had he not been really perſua- 
ded that the other Prophet had indeed received ſucli a 
Revelation as he pretended, vacating and countermand- 
ing, in that particular, the Revelation which had been 
before made tathimſelll ff. 
But now the Crime of the Old Prophet of Bethel who 
lyed to this Prophet, and who knew that he lyed when 
he told him he had receiv'd ſuch a Revelation, was mani- 

+ feſlly exceeding great; For what Crime almoſt can be 
canceiv'd greater than it was to utter a known Untruthin 


the Name of Go p? Had therefore the Death of the Propher 
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of Judab by the Lion been deſigu d chiefly as a Puniſhment 
for Sin, the Wilful-Decetver,' one would think, ſhould 
rather have been ſo puhiſnhed, than he that was (IL had al- 
moſt ſaid, innocently) deceiv d; His Crime being of the 
two, evidently, much the greateſt. But it happen 
otherwiſe: The true Prophet was ſlain by a Lion, and 

the Deceiver and falſe Prophet eſcap d, and for ought 
appfxars to the contrary, died in Peace in his Bed. It is 
therefore highly Probable that the Death of this Prophet 
who was ſhin by the Lion, tho it might be truly call d 
a Judgment of Go o upon him for his Diſobedience, yet 
was not, deſign d by Go p ſo much for his Puniſhment, 
as to give Confirmation to the Truth of that Prophecy 


which he had before uttered againſt the Altar in Berbel. 
And this it did, even to the full Satisfaction of that Falſe 
Prophet who had deceiv d him; who therefore order d yer. 35, 32. 


himſelf to be buried in the ſame Giave with him, that fo 
uhen the time ſhould come wherein this Prophecy was 


to be fulfilled, as he was then well aſſur d it would be, his 


Bones might not be diſturb d. 


Another Inſtance of this Kind, wherein ſuch judgment 


concerning a Man from the manner of his Death would 


have been plainly falſe, we have in Jab, who was ſlain rings 
by the Sword of his Enemies, and in the Vigour of his xxiii. 29. 
Age, under Forty years Old. And now who that had read 


only the Hiſtory of his Death, would not have concluded 


that he was certainly One of the worſt of the Xings of 
Juda h, at leaſt, much worſe than his Grandfather Ma- xxi. 1. 


naſſen, who lived Sixty Seven, and'Reign'd Five and Fifty 


Vear „ and at laſt died in Peace. And yet if you read 
the whole Hiſtory of both their Lives, you will find that as 
Manaſſeh had been the very worſt, ſo Joſſab was the beſt 


King that: had Rejgned:in Judah: For of him the Scripture 


it (elf teſt iſies, That: he did that which was right in the Sight 
11:30. - = of 


k 


XXU, 2. 


2 Kings 


| 
: 


— 


--xxii.25. in another Place; Thut like 


1 2 
of the Lord, and walked:in al tie Way of Dui bib #iather; 
an 


A Sermon Preach'd. ut St. faules, 


and turned not afide ro the Right uud or tothe Lefty And 
| auto luder bre wd King bet 
fore bim, hat turned to the Lord with all his. Heart and 
with all his Soul, and winbail i might; according to al} the 
Law of Moſes, "neither aſter lum nroſt there any lite him. 

But there. is no ſort d Vilent Death that can wirli but: 
ter Reaſori be thought a Judgment of Goch upon the Pets 
ſon that ſuffers it, than that which is inflicted by the ſen 


tence of the Magiſtrate, who is GODS Deputy and Vice. 


gerent upon Earch, who o Acts in Gos Place, and of 
whoſe Judgment it is*expreſly: ſaid in Seripture, that 12 


. if GO'D's Judgment; Ie jadge wt ſor Man but for the Lord, 


ſaid Fehoſaphat to the Judges whom he had appointed in 


the Cities of Judah; And He, (ſays the Apoſtle, ſpeaking 
verger to execute Wrath aon him that doth: Evil; If there- 


that he is ſmitten of God for his Evil Deeds, weimight, I 
think, with the moſt Certainty ſay it of thoſe who are 
formally Tried and condemn'd to Death as Malefactors 
by the ſentence of theſe Miniſters of. 60 D, theſe Execution- 


ers f his Wrath z and who are put to Death by that Sword 
which Gop himſelf has given into their Hands. But 
what ſhall we ſay then of thoſe Ancient Worthies e by 


Heb. Xi. 
35, 36, 


37, 38. ; 


this very Judgment, were tortured, and had Trial of cruel 
Mockings and Scourgings ?: and not only ſo, but who were 
ſtoned, and ſawn aſunder;*and ſlain with the Smord o for ſo 
the Author to the Hebrews tells us a great many were, of 
whom yet the World was not worth Or what then ſhall | 
we ſay of all the Holy Apoſtles of our Lord, and of the 


Noble Army of Martyrs, both of the preſent and former 
2 Ages, who by the {ſentence of GoD*s Deputy the Civil 
Magiſtrate, have been Condeimn'd to various Kinds of 


Death, 


— b he E N 70 
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— by mary Deg ces More fad and painful chan e "Mt 
ther the Galileaus fulfer d who were ſlaln by Pilate, or 
thoſe Eighteen upon whom the Tower in Silom fell? 
When therefore we ſee any Man ſtrieken, as it were, by 
the Hand of Gon, and-taken away by a violent Death; 
either by the Judgmebt of the: Magiſtrate; or by a fad Mc- 
cidefr tho we may and ovght'to reſt fatisfied in it, fo 
far as the meer GOD is — ner ** 
ly believin t GOD is Righteous in all his ways. and Ho- 
Vu all bis Works? ;| We'ought not However to Hy, Nay * 1885 
we ought not ſo muell a8 to think Wirliiw tir felves, 
Surely this Man was a gredt Sinner; greater than we who 
are left alive, greater than others that die peaceably in 
their Beds, and in a good od Age. For whatever ano- 
ther Man has ſuffer d is no more chen we all, even the Beſt 
of uis.do: deſerve to ſulſer; And it is not any. Worthinels 
many vf us but only tlie g great Mercy ahd Long: ſuflering 
of Gorthat has kept us 19 long in Life and Safety. And 
if upon i this we take Occaſion to Judge Uncharitably of 
our Brother, or to pride and pleaſe our felves in a fond. 
Comdeir that we afe the (petal "Favourites of e 
that God ſees 0 Sin ius, and that we need no Amen | | 
ment; we ſhall at lengrh find to bur coſt thar GoD's pre- | 
ſent Forbearance of us is only a Reſervation of us for ſome 1 
greater Puniſhment; either in this World or in the other. | 
And this leads me 0 ae Second Point that 1 8 1 
pounded to Diſeoutſe of; n II 4 
II. To ſhew) that the rig elt e which we ought = = 
make of any Evil or Calamity befalling another Man 1 
either in his Life or in his Death, is, by the Conſidera- | 
tion thereof to be incited to reform and amend whatever 9 
is amiſs : in our own Lives, Jeſt the ſame. Evil that has 1 
befallen him, or à worſe, tea 2K. üs. Except ye |] 
898 MSA Dot eee, 1 
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For it is oertaln that all the Toon Judgment wy 
Gov are ſent upon Men for. the Puniſhment) of Sin; 


tho' not always of ther Sin in particular, or of 7heir's 


more eſpecially who are ſtricken by it: For the: — 
poral Judgments. of G on are moſt commonly deſignec 
for National Puniſbments; and when ar whole Nation 


deſerves to be rooted out for their Scandalous Wirkeds 


neſs, it is indeed great Mercy and Goodneſs in: Gob: 


that he is pleaſed to make ſome few of them only EX. 
7 amples for a Terror £0; the. reſt, // HereitiiG 0D: deals 


with 2 Sinful Nation as, tis cuſtomary; for Earthly Go» 
vernors or Commanders: of Armies to do in the Caſe 
of Sedition or Mutiny; tis not fit that the Crime ſhould 


be wholly vnpuniſh'd,. becauſe then the Authority of 


the Governor would quickly become Vile and flighted' 
and yet ſhould all that partake. in the Crime be invaly* 
in the Puniſhment, the Execution would be too Bloudy 
and Severe. In ſuch a Caſe therefore they commonly 
mix Mercy with Severity, and take out by Lot, as 
they judge needful, One out of Ten; or One out of 


Twenty, or One out of an Hundred ; and having done 


Execution upon them, let the reſt po free, in Hope that 


by the Puniſhment which ſome have ſuffer d, and which 


they all have been in Danger of, they will be deterr d 


pl. cxix. 
106. 


from committing the like Crime again. 

And thus, I ſay, GOD. often deals with; a ſinful Na- 
tion; when it ic Time for him to Work, "becauſe they 
have made void bis Lam; he nevertheleſs, even in Judg- 


ment, commonly remembers Mercy; and ſmites only: 


ſome, and lets others eſcape; ; cuts off ſome, and gives 


others a longer time of Trial. 
And not only ſo, but in getting ſome out ae Execution, 


he ſeems alſo to take them juſt as if it were by Lot, by. 
meer As and Accident; In theſe Natiooal Judgments 


he 


: 
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Vore at random, juſt as if he were not at all concern d who 
were ſtricken or Who eſcaped. Such, I ſay, the Admini- 
jm pn Providence in executing his Vengeance in 
2 arld;cqmmonly ſeems to us :; and it mult needs 

m ſo, When, aceprqing to the beſt; judgment that we 
can malte coeerning Men, we fee the Good and the Bad, 
the Righteous and the Wieked, and as many in Propor- 
tion of the ope ſort 28 of the other, afflicted by the ſame 
Judgment, deſtroy d hy tlie fame auc cut off by 
thF:1g BFSIGADE 7182 l a le 01 10 21 
nad Nee this Viethod of the:Divine Providence, is in 
truth, the wiſeſt that could be taken; the moſt ſuitable to 
tho Nature and Deſign of Temporal, and eſpecially of Na- 
tipyah, Judgments; agd wherein there is an admirable 
Mint ure ot WI ol Juſtice, and of Goodneſs. gen 
For ſhould none but Good; Men ſuffer in a National Ca- 
lamit yr this would make it look as if the World were go- 
vern d by a: wieked Spirit; and beſides, would give too 
2 10 Encouragement to-Men to live in Wickedneſs, by 
. it appear to them the moſt probable Means of 
ak and ſecuring themſelves from Harm. It is there- 

ainlx neceſſary that in a National Judgment, ſome 
48 15a, ſhould bo cholen out from among the Wicked to 
be made\Examples. |, ls! 4,» 

And yet, on the other ſide, ſhould none but notorious 
KY eee ſuch 2 Calamity, this would give 
a og rn? think-that.this Life was deſign d by 
God for J. unte ol; Retribuxion as well as of Trial to 

Men; 1 5 d conſequently. that there might poſtibly be no 
other J. 3 And beſides, ſuch an Execution as 
this would not fo well anſwer the End f a National Judg- 


ment: Fer: Mhat. dudgment or Puniſhment would it be 
to à Nation 4g BRAIN 73 en it, but only dach 


I" yp 
mal 
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he commonly. lets She Arrows: Th 7 nig, as it 


26 


A Sermon Fos 8 vant; 


— 


= — to be rid of C Such as being Diſturbers of the 


mon Calamity, This, both is an Argument ef God '$higheft 


25 it ſelf would with to be cut off 7. Such dt woda b& 
b. 
ick Peace and Welfare would have been taken — by 
Humane Juſtice, if that could have its due —.— 2 
all Orimes and upon all Offenders : But it is cruly a uw 
ment and a Calamity to a Nation ł be dehnte ſome 


bol its beſt Metnbers, to have xhöſe cut off ther are the 


moſt uſeful to it, and do the moſt Good in it; So that a 
Nation is then'moſt Cres fv mfſh'd when the Judgment 
lights chiefly upon ſueh; the Loſs Of a feu Good Perſons 


out of it being a much greater Loſs and Damage to it 


than it would have been to laue had ten times tl "ime 
Number of other Men taken away; i 0 277 

When therefore the Providence of God takes thisQourſe, 
and deſtroysboththe Good and the Bad by tha fame com. 


Diſpleaſure, and alſo gives juſt Gront f to fear that hel de- 
ſigns not to ſtopat this, but to ge on aud pam the Finful 
Nation ſtill ſeven times more for their Iniquity, 


I ay, Firſt, It is an Argument of God's higheſt Dilples- 


ſure at preſent. And inthis * underſtand yn nd 


of the Prophet ' Ezekiel, Chap. Ari. V. 3, 4, J. Sayito'the 
Land of Iſrael, Thus faith the Lord { Babes L an, Ag 
thee, and will draw forth my Sword out 'of his Sheath, and 


_ will cut off from thee the Rigbteous and the Wicked. - Seeing 


then that I will cut off from thee the Righteous ant the 
Wicked, therefore Jhall my Sword go forth dur of his Sheath 
againſt al Fleſh, from fag Frets rhe North; That 


may kuow that I the Lord haue Arms forth my Sword out of 


bis Sheath; It ſhall not return avy more. Ir ſhall not 


return any more; that 1 is, it unge. on Deſtroy ing till! ir 


has made a full End. on ug 23, 
And this was What l furcher ald: U kimt weg Gr | 
proceeds after this manner, deſtroying in * Ca- 
1 amity 


1 ſane The Ren- VAYOR 
— K.. . — — 
latnity the: ighteous with the Wicked; this aſtorde 
Cauſe to fear that his Juſtice will not be fatisfied dl 
One Execntion, but that he intends to puniſh the ſinful 
Nation ſtill ſeven times more for their Iniquity. For ſo, 
when he gave good King Joſiab (the beft King that ever 
Reigu d iti Jadab) to be ſlain hy the Sword of his Ene- 
mies the HReaſon was becauſe he was reſolv d to deſtroy 
re remove Judab alſo out of his fight as he had re-, Tp 
ov'd Iſrael; and therefore he took him firſt away, that = 
ha Eyes might not ſee the Evil that he was bringing upon his —*xii-20. 
Peaple; And whenever he ſuſſers Good Men ( eſpecially _ 
If chey were remarkably ſuch) to be taten away by the 
aeſtroying Angel in a common Plague or Calamity, who- 
ever wiſely and religioufly' conſiders the Matter will al 
ways be apt to fear it ia far the fame Reaſon, according 
taſthat oi the Prophet, -{ſaiah. 8 1. The Righteous pe- 
— anti noi Mat dayeth in to Heart ; and merciful Men 
are daten away, none ee thet Me I 186 talen 
away from — offs SAGEN tis 
And as it is an Argument: — N ſevereſt Diſples- 
ure againſt a while Nation, when he thus takes away 
(as it were without Diſeriminating) the Righteous and 
tu Wicker, co this fame is likewiſg att Inſtance and Ex- 
preſſion of. hisavondeeful-Grace Gandnels to particu- 
lar Men; Indeed, he ſhews herein as much Goodneſs and 
Tenderneſs to particular Perſons as be could poſſiply do 
while hel s:excouting:hisjuiti Vengeance upon that whole 
ſinul Nat iomiwhir bthe / dompoſe. For What gan be 
more gracioui What Han be more agreeable to the inſinite 
Goodneſs of that G n who: is mi willing that any 2 2 Pet, ihe 
perifh: but that all ſhould come. to Reptntance, than it is,-to 7 | 
takeaway in a Common and-National-Calamity, ſuch as 
— will bernbe leaſi — — Per ſons, ſuch 
D as arevthi any raph 8 
Wait: © 6D 2 * | 
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fering ee . Deſdractium, that is; W 
Perſons as if he ſhould then take them/away muſt be 
voidably miſerable to all Eternity, but who m (and/ is 
to be hopd, will) by this Goodneſs and Forbearance' of 
God be led to Repentance ?? d ol nadu 
But if neither by the Judgment that las befallen others 
nor by the Goodneſs that has been he wedeto themſalues 
they be brought to Repentance) their Caſe then will be 
Vorſe than if they had been taken off ſooner; For unteſs 
they repent, the longer they cùntinue in the World they 
will have only the more Sins to Anſwen for h and by 
Rom. ii, ping the Rithes of & o s Gradubfo f ,E1Uneůd 
4 5 6. Long: ſuſfering, they will oulymnraſure up» unto rthemſelts 
Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath; and Revelation of the righte- 
ous Juagment of Gov, who will render to every Manaccording 


to his Deeds, Except ye repent, ye ſhall, all likewiſ# periſh: 
I. eme che Pag ends only while 1:tiake Application 
of what has been ſaid to our ſelves, With regard ton Cuſe 
that has lately happen'd among us, and which isa prin- 
cipal Occaſion of our preſent Meeting. 
And I might almoſt ſay of the Words of the Text; as 
Our Saviour in Luke 1v.1285idid.cofcerning's Texe which 
he was then Preaching; updn,:oucof th&Prophetaſeab'z 
This Day in flu Scripturt ahi il in your:Bars i Fon, 
have had lately among dur ſelves an luſtance ke tu that 
ſpoken of in the Text, only much more ſevere and ter- 
rible. For many more we have heard?of:than Eighteen 
that have been xill d upom the Band im hin ſuch man- 
ner as theſe Men were, byrthe Fall uf Walls and: 
upon their Heads; And i fearbmight ay chere have bee 
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No why 'they' were taken away; and why we were 


left; We dur ſelves ean give no Reaſon; Only this we may 


be ſure of, that it was not becauſe we were better than 


they, that they are dead and we alive; This we may be 


ſure of, that there were not worſe Men taken away than 


are ſtill remaining among us; Nay, and it is further 


highly probable that there are not better Men now alive 


than ſome were who by that violent Tempeſt were forci- 


bly driven into that Haven where they would be, into the 


Haven of eternal Reſt and Peace. It is impoſſible therefore 
for us to give a Reaſon of this Diſpenſation of Providence 
as to particular Men; and of what we are not able to make 
a true Judgment, the Judgment that we give, if it be not 
uncharitable, mult at leaſt be raſh and uncertain, Zet ws 
therefore (as the Apoſtlè exhorts, 1 Cor. iv. 5.) judge no- 
thing befort' the Time, until the Lord come, 'who both will 
bring to Light the hidden things of: Darkneſs,” and will make 
manifeſt tbe Counſels of the Hearts" Aud then ſhall every Man 
hwoe Praiſe of God. Think ye, ſays our Lord, that they were 
Sinners above all that dwelt in Feruſalem? I tell you, Nay. 
But whether they were Sinners or no; or whether they 
e 

Way in this ſad Calamity; the Calamity it felf was doubt - 
leſs 2 Judgment o G prupon'' — even upon the 


hole Nation for our manifold and Crying Sins: And 


when the Fudgments of GOD are in the Earth, the Inbabi. 
tants of rheWartd ſbould learn Righteouſneſs: They that 
have beet taken away! by: chis. Judgment; ſeemingly in 
GDS Diſplèaſure, are Examples ta us. of that Vengeance 


_ which we had all of us deſery u and Which we had alſd all 
ol us felt if he had ſuffer d his whole Diſpleafure to ariſe.” . /- -'-- 7 


Let not as therefore who have eſcaped, let not even ſuch 


of ad as have(eſtapd by: Signal or even wonderful Pro- 
vidence of D (as ſome have done) think ever the 


betrer of ourſelves for this; For we are not by this 4 | 
6 5 8 V 
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ved, our Judgment is — delayed for a while 
it may be remembred, hop that: he Lord havin — 4 
the People out of the Land of Eg „(and the too 9by Signs 
and Wonders, by a mighty hand. and a ftretch'd « Arm, 
d there that believed mt. 2 0 Set 
Bur Tat ——— aid of us, neee lea, 


All that can be ſaid, is, that we are not yet deſtroy d but how 


ſoon we may be God only knows; and that too by a much 
worſe Deſtruction than they were who periſh'd in the late 
dreadful Tempeſt. For the ſame Hand — then ſmote us 
is. fill held over us; and tho we hope that the Winds and 
Storms have already fulfill'd. all that was given them in 


Command by GOD, yet the ſame Word at Which they a- 


roſe can arm and ſend forth any other of his Creatures for 
our Deſtruction. . The ſame —.— that has ſhaken the 
Tops of our Houſes, can ſhake the Foundations alſo, end 
make them become in an Inſtant au Heap of Rubhiſſi to 


cover and bury dur dead Caxeaſſes in: and He that has 


given ſo many of late to be ſwallow'd up hy the Sea, can, 
if he pleaſes, command the Earth alſo to ſwallow up us 

that remain; ſome Menaces of this kind, tis ſaid, We have 
lately had in ſome parts of the Nation. But this we may be 
nat, that unleſs ve improye to good Purpoſe the e- 
ſpite which God now affords us, e ſhall yet fall under a 
heavier Condemnation than if we had been calf to Judg- 


ment ſooner. Except ye repent, ye ſpat all likewiſe periſh. 


And that we have not yet repented to good purpoſe is 


| Leia, becauſe for all the Evils that Go has hitherto 


ſent upon us, his Anger is not turned away; bit his Hand ir 
ſtretehed out ſtill. For thete are four things which God 


Ezek. xiy, Call's his four ſore Judgments, The Sword, and the Famine, 


21. 


2 Sam. and (if David t 


and the noi ſom Beaſt, aud the Peſtzlence; the firſt of which, 
right) . albõ o n Judg- 


xxir. 16 ments, The Sword, has bern nowz almoſt without Inte. 


mien, for ſeveral Years Lan aba: 15 ſtill very heavy upon 


or 


us ; 
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Countries where the Seat of the War has been; nor yet ſo 
heavy as it might have been, and, as we have Reason to 
_ fear; it ſtill may be. For if in the War we are now engag d 
__in\wethoaldbe' 8 it may, and probably will be, 
in its Conſeq Zak, e deal ſorer Evil than any that 
_ has ver eta nay? us; and much better would it have been 
for us to have periſh'd before, tho by the worſt of Acci- 
dents, than to live to ſee (which yet we muſt then expect 
to ſee) our Country devoured by Strangers, our holy Re- 
ligion aboliſti d, and Popery and Slavery email! Wen 2s 
ant our Poſterity for ever. | 
Great Reaſon there is therefore: that we e ſhould pray. 
continually (as we do) for good Succeſs in this War, on the = 
Iſſue whereof the Fate of che whole Nation, both as to 
ls, dots, to all Appearance, depend. 
And upon hate der: other ſpecial Ocvaſion we are at any _ 
time: calfd upon to Faſt, and to Humble our ſelves before 
GOD, in a Senſe of his heavy Diſpleaſure, it ought to be 
a conſiderabſe Part of our Prayer, That G ob would be 


| vom with us ro help us and "to fight our Bartels; and that, 


-howfoever h may think fit to cori ect us fur our Sins, he would 
ye neuer Aver us up into the Hands of thoſe Men whoſe 
Mercies are cruel, This is what among other things, we 
have been nowbegging of GoD; And i hope the Conſi- 
deration of his great Diſpleaſure apainſt us, manifeſtly 

ſhewed forth in the late terrible Storm, has made us do it 

with more than uſual. Seriouſneſs and Devotion. 5 | 
But Faſting and Praying alone will not obtain our Par- 

_ they, alone will not avert from us the Fudgments of 

, or procure the Continuance of his Mercies. The Hea- 

Vinevites underſtood better than this by the Light of 
odio Antt therefore when their Deſtruction had 
been threatned by Jonah the Prophet, they, by the ſame 
Proclamation which 9 een Faſting and Sup- 

| h | plication, 
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lication, enjoin'd dikewiſa a general: Reſarniatioſ a Hun-. 
ners; Jonah iii. 6, 7, 8. When the Word came to the Ning, 
Nine ve he cauſed it tobe proclaimed and publiſhed thro 
Nineveh,(by the Decree of the King: and his Nobles) ſaying,— 
Let Man aud Beaſt be covered with Sacteloth, and cxywightity 
unto God; yea; let them tur» every one from bis cuil Max, and 
from the Violence that is in their Hands. This is the Magi- 
ſtrates Part, to forbid, and (fo far as in them lies) by whole- 
ſom Laws anda vigorous Execution of them, eſfectually to 
reſtrain and ſuppreſs at eaſt the open Practice of Wicked. 
neſs. And in this, there bas, Ithink, heen nothing wanting 
on the Part of our moſt Religiaus and Gracious AUER. 
. May all her Miniſters of State and Officers of Juſticebut 
do their Duties as well; May you the Magiſtrates of this 
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